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Rule a reality. Otherwise nothing would stop the stampede from
Parliamentary Nationalism to Sinn Fein. Ireland had been grievously
mishandled since the war broke out. All through the business of
recruiting some malign spirit seemed to have been at work quenching
Irish zeal and repelling the generous overture which John Red-
mond had made in the early days. " From the very first hour,"
John Redmond told the House of Commons in the debate after the
rebellion, " our efforts were thwarted, ignored and snubbed. Our
suggestions were derided. Everything almost that we asked for was
refused and everything almost that we protested against was done.
Everything which tended to arouse national pride and enthusiasm
in connexion with the war was vigorously suppressed." The truth
seems to have been that the traditional War Office suspicion of " rebel
Ireland " and its fear of infecting the army with Irish " disloyalty "
had governed its proceedings in Ireland and given widespread offence.
But the same spirit was still alive in the Cabinet, and when Asquitb
proposed that, subject to the exclusion of the Ulster counties and
certain safeguards for the period of the war, the Home Rule Act of
1914 should be brought into operation at once, the old quarrels flared
up again. But this time with a difference. Balfour and Carson, the
two strongest opponents of Home Rule in the old days, were both
in favour of a settlement. Balfour, as Asquith told the King, made
the " most effective pronouncement in favour of a bold and generous
policy in the prolonged conclaves of the Cabinet." 1 Carson and
Redmond agreed on the outlines of the proposed measure. But others
were immovable and saw only a weak concession to rebellion in the
proposals of their colleagues. Selborne resigned before waiting to
hear the argument; Lansdowne made a speech in the House of
Lords which Redmond described as " a gross insult to Ireland," and
other Unionist Ministers insisted on amendments which placed accept-
ance by the Irish party beyond hope. Under this pressure the plan
fell through and with it the last chance of keeping the Irish movement
within the bounds of Parliamentary Home Rule. From this time
Redmond's power in Parliament was shattered, and the settlement
was to be at another time and in another way.
1 Asquith " Life," Vol. H, p. 219.
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